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Global Diaspora Media Forum
Conference Schedule

9:30 - 10:00am

10:00 - 10:15am

10:15 - 10:35am

10:35 - 11:55am

12:00 - 1:00pm

1:00 - 1:20pm

1:20 - 2:40pm

2:40 - 2:55pm

2:55 - 4:15pm

4:15 - 4:30pm

Coffee and Registration

Welcoming Addresses 

Morning Keynote: U.S. Dept. of State DAS Duckenfield

Diaspora Political Engagement: Media Challenges, Opportunities & 

What’s Next

Lunch (Provided)

Afternoon Keynote: David Ensor, Director of VOA

Leveraging Diaspora Capital: Media Trends & Innovation Solutions

Afternoon Break

Conversing with the Diaspora: Transnational Socio-Cultural 

Engagement through Media

Closing Remarks



WELCOMING ADDRESS 
AND

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
Speakers
Welcome Address Speaker #1

Dr. Liesl Riddle, George Washington University

Liesl Riddle is an Associate Professor of International Business and 
International Affairs at The George Washington University School 
of Business.  She serves as a faculty advisor for GW’s Center for 
International Business Education and Research. 

Dr. Riddle has written extensively about diasporas and development, 
international entrepreneurship, and trade and investment promotion.  Having 
examined diaspora investment and entrepreneurship for almost 20 years, Dr. Riddle 
has conducted research among 17 different diaspora communities in the USA and 
Europe originating from countries of origin in Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, Latin 
America, and the Middle East.  Since 2006, she has led a multidisciplinary research 
team, the GW Diaspora Capital Investment Project, which generates and disseminates 
learning about diaspora investment and its role in development to assist private-
sector firms, policymakers, diaspora organizations, diaspora entrepreneurs, and 
researchers.  
Dr. Riddle is a founding member and former director of GW’s Diaspora Research 
Program within GW’s Elliott School for International Affairs’ Institute for Global 
Studies and is a faculty advisor for GW’s Center for International Business Education 
and Research in the area of diaspora investment and entrepreneurship.  She is also on 
the Advisory Board for Homestrings.



Rebecca Walker, Director of Digital Partnerships, AudioNow

Rebecca Walker is responsible for designing and implementing 
strategies to expand AudioNow’s listener base through initiatives 
with broadcasting partners and cooperative marketing campaigns 

across all media. Additionally, she leads the business development 
side of AudioNow Digital in creating a suite of apps for media 

broadcasters. 

Prior to joining AudioNow, Rebecca developed extensive journalistic and social 
media skills in a variety of international organizations ranging from the U.S. 
Department of State to USA Today. Before returning to the U.S. to pursue her graduate 
degree in International Communication from American University Rebecca was 
teaching in Turkey, Greece, and Spain. A Spanish and French speaker, Rebecca received 
her BA in International Affairs and Literature from the University of Richmond. 

Jennifer Pyrce, President and CEO, Calvert Foundation

Jenn brings nearly 20 years of finance and community development 
work to her role as the President and CEO of Calvert Foundation. 
Since arriving at Calvert Foundation in 2009, Jenn has risen from 

the position of U.S. Portfolio Manager to Vice President of Strategic 
Initiatives, then Chief Strategy Officer and now President and CEO. In 

her role as Chief Strategy Officer, she led the organization’s Strategic Initiatives team 
and its work on raising capital, developing new products and initiatives and 
marketing and communications. Jenn has also overseen Calvert Foundation’s wholly 
owned Community Investment Partners subsidiary, which offers fund and asset 
management services for institutional clients.

Jenn’s teams have anchored their work around the development of initiatives that 
combine a social issue with the power of impact investing, such as the Women 
Investing in Women Initiative (WIN-WIN). WIN-WIN,  the only retail impact investing 
product available to U.S. residents that is focused on supporting organizations 
empowering women, was launched by the Strategic Initiatives team under Jenn’s 
leadership.  Prior to Calvert Foundation, Jenn worked with Nonprofit Finance Fund as

Welcome Address Speaker #2

Welcome Address Speaker #3



the Director of the Washington Metro Area office. She has also held positions at Wall 
Street firms, working at Neuberger & Berman as an equity research analyst and 
Morgan Stanley’s London office in the Investment Banking division. She was a Peace 
Corps Volunteer in Gabon, Africa and also worked at the Public Theater in New York 
City. Jennifer received a Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering from Union 
College and a MBA from Columbia University. She serves on the Boards of Hitachi 
Foundation and Impact Assets.

David A. Duckenfield, Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Outreach, Bureau of Public Affairs, U.S. Department

 of State

David A. Duckenfield joined the Bureau of Public Affairs as a 
Deputy Assistant Secretary in May 2014. In this role, Duckenfield 

manages the Bureau’s Office of Public Liaison and Domestic 
Outreach as well as its Intergovernmental Affairs unit and the U.S. 

Diplomacy Center. These offices interface directly with the American public and state 
and local governments to further the understanding of U.S. foreign policy values and 
national security interests.

Prior to joining the State Department, Duckenfield was the President of Balsera 
Communications, where he was part of the team that led the Hispanic media outreach 
efforts for the 2008 Obama for President campaign.

Before Joining Balsera Communications, Duckenfield directed Latin America and U.S. 
Hispanic public relations efforts for Yahoo! (2000-2007) and managed the National 
Basketball Association’s communications outreach in Latin America and the U.S 
Hispanic market from 1996-2000.

Duckenfield began his career as a Foreign Service Officer for the United States
Information Agency, where he served in Mexico City, Mexico, and Bogota, Colombia 
and received a Meritorious Honor Award.

He is a graduate of the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies and 
Dartmouth College. Duckenfield was a Term Member of the Council on Foreign 
Relations, a board member of the Abbot Academy Association, and served as a 
Captain in the U.S. Army Reserve.

Morning Keynote



David Ensor

David Ensor was sworn in as the 28th Director of the Voice of 
America on June 16, 2011. He joined VOA after an extensive 
career in journalism and communications. Most recently he served 
as Director of Communications and Public Diplomacy at the U.S. 

Embassy in Kabul, Afghanistan.

As Director of VOA, Ensor oversees a worldwide multimedia operation 
broadcasting in 43 languages, reaching an estimated 141 million people each week 
via radio, television, mobile, and the Internet.

From 1975 to 1980 Ensor reported for National Public Radio, where he covered the 
White House, foreign policy and defense issues. From 1980 to 1998, he was a television 
correspondent for ABC News, and from 1998 to 2006 he was CNN’s National Security 
Correspondent.

From 2006 through 2009, Ensor was Executive Vice President for Communications and 
Strategy at the Mercuria Energy Group, an international energy trading and investment 
group. He advised the company’s CEO and Board on strategic issues, and planned and 
executed a global communications strategy for the company.

He is a member of the U.S. Council on Foreign Relations and is fluent in French, with a 
basic knowledge of Polish, Russian and Italian.

Afternoon Keynote



Elmer Cato, Minister and Consul at the Philippine Embassy
Minister and Consul at the Philippine Embassy, Elmer G. Cato holds 

the public diplomacy portfolio at the Embassy of the Republic of 
the Philippines in Washington, D.C. A journalist before joining the 
Foreign Service, Elmer started as a 16-year-old cub reporter for 
Ang Pahayagang Malaya in 1983 and went on to serve with various

 local, national and international news organizations such as the 
Manila Chronicle, Reuters, Kyodo News Service, Philippine News and 

Features, GMA News and the Saudi Gazette. He later became National Editor for the 
Philippine Daily Globe and Today in Manila and Executive Editor of the Indonesian 
Observer in Jakarta. 
Elmer entered the Department of Foreign Affairs in 1998 where he served in 
various capacities in Manila, including as Special Assistant to the Secretary of Foreign 
Affairs; Special Assistant to the Undersecretary of Foreign Affairs; Spokesperson of the

PUBLIC DIPLOMACY/
POLITICS PANEL

Panel Participants
Moderator

Nathan Jensen, George Washington University

Professor Nathan Jensen js a 2002 Ph.D. from Yale University. He 
joined the George Washington University’s School of Business in 
2014 as an Associate Professor in the Department of International 
Business.  Prior to joining George Washington University, he was 

an Associate Professor in the Department of Political Science at 
Washington University in St. Louis, Fellow at the Center for Political 

Economy, and Director for the Program on Multinational Enterprises and the Global 
Economy at the Weidenbaum Center on the Economy, Government, and Public Policy 
at Washington University. He is the author of 30 peer reviewed articles and 2 books on 
the relationship between business and politics.  

Presenter #1



Presenter #2

Presidential Commission on the Visiting Forces Agreement; and Executive Director of 
the National Council on United Nations Peace Operations. 
From 2003 to 2010, Elmer served with the Permanent Mission of the Philippines to the 
United Nations in New York where he held the peacekeeping and press portfolios. He 
also served as Press Officer and Alternate Representative of the Philippine Delegation 
to the UN Security Council from 2004 to 2005. He was assigned to Washington, D.C. in 
2012. Elmer is a recipient of the Order of Mabini, the highest national decoration of 
the Republic of the Philippines for Filipino diplomats. 

Vanessa Calva, Deputy Press Secretary at the Mexican 
Embassy in the U.S.

  Vanessa Calva Ruiz is a member of the Mexican Freign Service 
and is currently serving as Deputy Spokesman in the Press and 
Public Affairs Section at Mexico’s Embassy to the United States. 

She was previously posted at the Consulate General in Los Angeles, 
California, where she served as Consul for Community Affairs and prior 

to that she worked as Consul for Legal Affairs in Denver, Colorado. She also worked at 
the Department for International Women’s Affairs and the Department for Multilateral 
Economic Organizations at the Mexican Ministry of Foreign Affairs (SRE). Before
joining the Foreign Service she worked at the Mexican Ministry of the Interior (SEGOB) 
in the Department for Attention to Political, Social and Civil Institutions and
Organizations. 

She has an MA in International Studies from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy 
and an MA in Diplomatic Studies from the Mexican Diplomatic Academy, the Matias 
Romero Institute. She has also taught at the Technological Autonomous Institute of 
Mexico (ITAM) where she obtained her Bachelor’s Degree in International Studies, and 
she has been published in ITAM’s Journal of Law.   



Harold Isaac, CEO of Kiskeya International Inc
Harold Isaac was born in Montreal, Canada in 1982 but was raised 

in Haiti when his mother, renowned Haitian journalist, Liliane 
Pierre-Paul, returned to her home country at the fall of the Baby 
Doc dictatorial regime in 1986. Harold has grown up in the midst 

of constant political turmoil and coup d’états that have plagued 
this Caribbean nation for most of the 25 years that a post-dictatorial 

democratic transition has been struggling to build up. 

Currently established in Montreal, Harold is actively involved in several projects di-
rectly related to Haiti, especially since the devastating earthquake that struck the 
country on January 12th 2010.

Presenter #4

Anne Bennett, Executive Director, Hirondelle USA

Anne Bennett is the Executive Director and Founding 
Member of Hirondelle USA (HUSA). Prior to joining HUSA, Bennett 
served as the Country Representative for Sudan and South Sudan 
at Foundation Hirondelle. Foundation Hirondelle is a Swiss 

non-governmental organization that creates news media in 
post-conflict and crisis zones. 

She has worked to manage and support independent radio stations in Liberia, Sierra 
Leone, Sudan, and South Sudan. Ms. Bennett has also served as a Consultant at the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and United Nations Office 
from 2001 to 2006. Her comprehensive analysis of internal United Nations archives 
led to the opening up of UN human rights documentation spanning four decades and 
shedding light on politicization of refugee work during the Cold War.

Presenter #3



E C O N O M I C S 
P A N E L

Panel Participants
Moderator

Dr. Liesl Riddle, George Washington University

Patrick Kennedy, President of Millennial Strategies

Patrick Kennedy is the founder and president of Millennial 
Strategies LLC, a strategic communications firm specializing in 
reaching and understanding “Millennials,” potentially one of the 
most influential generations in history, and other niche, “hard to 

reach” market segments. Previously, Kennedy served an Associate 
Director at Ketchum Inc. (London), directing the company’s UK-based 

Crisis and Issues practice; and as a Senior Political Director at Penn-Schoen-Berland, a 
global market research and political polling firm.

In 2010, Kennedy ran for the U.S. House of Representatives in Arkansas’ 2nd District. 
Labeled by CNN as an example of the “next generation candidate,” he garnered more 
“earned” media and received more votes-per-dollar than all primary candidates 
combined.

Before running for Congress, Kennedy served as the Director of Public Programs and 
Public Policy at the Clinton School of Public Service, the nation’s first graduate school 
to offer a Master of Public Service. In this capacity, he oversaw the school’s speaker 
series, which attracted more than 94,000 visitors and was labeled by Slate as “one of 
the most diverse and innovative programs in the country.”
 

Presenter #1



Presenter #3
John Samuel, Director of Products at Homestrings

John Samuel is a proven leader in international finance and
business. In ten years, John has built and led successful teams 
across Africa, India and the US. Most recently John joined 
Homestrings as Director of Products to help grow and develop the 

investment vehicles on the online platform.  

John began his career in corporate treasury managing currency
hedging and cash management for a leading software company in Bangalore, India. 
After two years abroad, he moved to New York City where he provided outreach 
financial services for city employees.  

In 2009, John joined Aster, a multinational telecom infrastructure company, to start 
and run operations in Cameroon. As CEO of Aster Cameroon, he led a 30 member team 
and generated over $12 million in revenue in the first year of operations.  John was 
also able to develop a strategic alliance with MTN that began in Cameroon and spread 
across 22 countries in Africa and Middle East. As a result, John was promoted to

Presenter #2

Amanda Bergson-Shilcock, Director of Outreach and 
Program Evaluation Pennsylvania Welcoming Center

Amanda Bergson-Shilcock is the Director of Outreach and Program 
Evaluation at the nonprofit Welcoming Center for New 
Pennsylvanians. In this role, she oversees the design and 

implementation of research studies, including the Welcoming 
Center’s Digital Diaspora report, which examined immigrants’ use of 

mobile technology. She also handles inquiries from members of the media, 
researchers, community partners, and others who need clear, factual information 
about immigration in the Philadelphia region and the Welcoming Center’s work. 

In addition to her work at the Welcoming Center, Amanda serves as Communications 
and Policy Director for IMPRINT, a national coalition focused on immigrant 
professionals. She was educated at the University of Pennsylvania, where she studied 
American Civilization with an emphasis on minority populations. 



Sub-Sahara Africa Head of Aster, overseeing operations in 7 countries and became a 
board member of companies in Nigeria, Ethiopia, and Uganda.  

John holds a BS in Accounting from North Carolina State University and a MBA from 
the George Washington School of Business. 

Presenter #4
Nandini Harihareswara, Senior Digital Finance Advisor, 

Digital Development Division, USAID Global 
Development Lab

Nandini is the Strategy & Operations Team Leader in USAID’s 
Digital Development Division. She was a founding member of the 

Division in June 2011. In this position, she advises on strategy, 
budget and staffing. In addition, she serves as a Senior Advisor to the 

Digital Financial Services team, and helped found the Better than Cash Alliance, one 
of USAID’s flagship partnerships. She helps to lead USAID’s work in engaging partners, 
donors, businesses and host governments to move towards using electronic payments 
as appropriate. In that effort, she works with USAID Missions and private corporations 
to advance the use of e-payments. She has worked with more than 30 USAID Country 
Missions in their work to advance access to finance and financial inclusion. 

Prior to working for the Mobile Solutions team, Nandini worked as an Investment 
Officer for the USAID Development Credit Authority Office. She structured more than 
25 loan guarantees totaling about $360M, increasing access to credit in areas such as: 
microfinance, small-to-medium enterprises, agriculture, energy, health, and 
education. She also has worked at the World Bank, analyzing the use of private sector 
financing of public transit projects in Bangkok and India. As a Presidential 
Management Fellow at the US Department of Transportation TIFIA Credit Program, she 
structured large-scale transportation finance projects, leveraging millions of dollars in 
private capital investments. 

As an intrapreneur, Nandini has worked in the public, private and non-profit sectors 
and enjoys bringing people from different backgrounds together to craft innovative 
solutions to development challenges. 



SOCIAL/MOBILE 
TRENDS PANEL

Panel Participants

Dr. Jennifer Brinkerhoff, George  Washington University

Jennifer M. Brinkerhoff is Professor of Public Administration and 
International Affairs at the George Washington University. She 
holds a Ph.D. in public administration from the University of 
Southern California in Los Angeles, and a MPA from the Monterey 

Institute of International Studies. She teaches courses on public 
service, international development policy and administration, 

development management, and organizational behavior. She is particularly keen on 
encouraging people to pursue service careers thoughtfully, grounding their 
commitment to change in self-awareness and working in community. To that end, she 
and her husband, Derick W. Brinkerhoff, published Working for Change: Making a 
Career in International Public Service (Bloomfield, CT: Kumarian Press, 2005).

Dr. Brinkerhoff has expertise on public-private partnership, governance, NGOs, 
development management, and diasporas. Her publications include six books, as well 
as three co-edited journal issues and over fifty articles and book chapters on topics 
ranging from evaluation, to NGOs; failed states; governance; and diaspora identity, 
development contributions, citizenship, and policy. She is the author of Digital 
Diasporas: Identity and Transnational Engagement (Cambridge University Press, 2009) 
and Partnership for International Development: Rhetoric or Results? (Lynne Rienner 
Publishers, 2002); the editor of Diasporas and Development: Exploring the Potential 
(Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2008); and co-editor of NGOs and the Millennium 
Development Goals: Citizen Action to Reduce Poverty (New York: Palgrave MacMillan, 
2007). 

She is the co-director and co-founder of GW’s Diaspora Research Program, a multidis-
ciplinary research program on diasporas, identity, policy, and development.

Moderator



George Lehner, Chairman of the Fund for Peace

George Lehner is currently a partner with Pepper Hamilton, where 
he previously worked in private practice as a litigator. Before 
returning to Pepper Hamilton, Mr. Lehner was Attorney Adviser 

International in the US Department of State Office of the Legal 
Adviser. From 1977-1980, Mr. Lehner also served at the State 

Department, focusing on international economic and development 
issues. A Wesleyan University graduate, he was elected Phi Beta Kappa and received 
his JD cum laude from the University of Michigan. Mr. Lehner has authored several 
journals on international arbitration and business matters and is co-author of Europe 
Without Frontiers: A Lawyer’s Guide. He was appointed Adjunct Professor at 
Georgetown University School of Law, where he has taught both introductory and

Presenter #2

Nermien Riad, CEO, Coptic Orphans

Nermien Riad is the founder and executive director of the 
award-winning international Christian development organization 
Coptic Orphans. Coptic Orphans unlocks the God-given potential 
of vulnerable children in Egypt, and so equips them to break the 

cycle of poverty and become change-makers in their communities. 
In 2014, Coptic Orphans is celebrating its 25th anniversary and 

marking the milestone of directly benefitting over 30,000 children.

Ms. Riad founded Coptic Orphans in 1988 and worked on a voluntary basis for 12 years 
before becoming executive director in 2000. Under her leadership, Coptic Orphans has 
established a grassroots network of over 450 volunteer child advocates in Egypt and 
mobilized thousands of donors and supporters around the world. She has overseen 
the organization’s expansion into development programs in literacy and girls’ 
education, interreligious engagement, and microfinance for widowed mothers.

Ms. Riad holds a Master of Arts in Public Administration from Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute, as well as a Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering.  Prior to 
establishing Coptic Orphans, Ms. Riad worked throughout the Middle East as an 
engineer with the United States Foreign Service.  

Presenter #1



Presenter #3
Mita Hosali, Deputy Director of the United Nations 

News and Media Division

Mita Hosali is the Deputy Director of the United Nations News and 
Media Division. Under her leadership are the UN News Centre, UN 

Radio producing to audiences around the world in eleven
 languages, UN Television, UN webcasting services, the UN.org 

website and some of the UN’s main social media presences.  Several UN 
news programmes have a digital interface and are available via apps for iOS and 
Android as well as on a variety of handheld devices. Ms. Hosali formerly managed the 
UN News Centre, the online news portal that provides wire-style stories and 
multimedia features on the UN and its agencies around the world.  Prior to that, she 
worked on strategic communications in a team under Secretaries-General Ban 
Ki-moon and Kofi Annan.  She has a Masters’ degree in International Relations from 
Yale University and a Bachelor’s degree in Political Science from the London School of 
Economics.

Meaza Birru, Founder and General Manager of Sheger
FM Radio

Meaza Birru is founder and General Manager of Sheger FM Radio, 
one of the first two private radio stations in Ethiopia and 
currently far and away the most popular within the station’s 

permitted broadcast territory.  The station seeks to reach the 
younger generation, since more than 60% of Ethiopians are under 

the age of 20.  The station aims to offer the public new and interesting information, 
entertainment, and the opportunity to hear from the people of Ethiopia about their

Presenter #4

advanced courses on European Community Law. Mr. Lehner has served as General 
Counsel to the Women’s International Media Foundation, The Washington Press Club 
Foundation, and The Women’s Foreign Policy Group. Prior to joining the Board of  
Trustees of The Fund for Peace in December 2002, he served as its pro bono attorney 
for many years.



lives, their opinions and their experience. Meaza has loved radio since she was a young 
college student and spent more than a decade of her career moving from one job to 
the next until she was able to find the job that allowed her to focus her full 
attention on what she loved – radio.

In the future, Meaza hopes that Sheger FM will expand into Sheger Radio and Televi-
sion, and eventually Sheger Cinema, giving her husband a platform for his own pas-
sion.  She wants Sheger to offer the public something new, something they have never 
heard before, something they can learn from and something that will let them be 
entertained and laugh.  Sheger, she says, is really a platform for the people of the 
country, giving them a chance to express their opinions and be heard - a voice for the 
voiceless.



SPONSORS

IdEA, the International diaspora Engagement Alliance, promotes and supports diaspora-centered initiatives in 
countries and regions of diaspora origin. IdEA is a non-partisan, non-profit organization that engagesglobal 
diaspora communities, the private sector, civil society, and public institutions in collaborative efforts to support 
economic and social development. IdEA is a non-partisan, non-profit organization managed via a public-private 
partnership between the U.S. Department of State, the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), and 
Calvert Foundation. IdEA connects diaspora communities with opportunities to give back to their countries of 
origin or ancestry. IdEA’s activities are organized around four principal pillars: Investment & Entrepreneurship, 
Innovation, Volunteerism, and Philanthropy.

AudioNow, based in Washington, DC, is the leading call-to-listen platform in the world. With broadcast 
partners on every continent, AudioNow extends the reach of radio by connecting mobile listeners to their 
favorite radio stations through a simple telephone call. The AudioNow platform uses proprietary “HD” voice 
design and patent-pending technology that serves all mobile platforms. AudioNow has more than 2,200
broadcast partners, including global leaders such as the United Nations, BBC, RFI, Voice of America, Entravision, 
C-SPAN and IMG College. In 2013 AudioNow delivered 2 billion listening minutes to its broadcast partners and 
connect users 84 million times to its platform. Visit www.audionow.com to learn more and register as a 
broadcaster.

The George Washington University CIBER promotes the nation’s capacity for international understanding and 
economic enterprise related to the theme of Institutions, the State and Development in International Business. 
This theme draws on strong faculty capabilities across a range of disciplines, as well as university-wide interests 
in promoting economic development through scholarship, education, and outreach to the business, academic, 
and policy communities. GW-CIBER also serves as a national and regional resource supporting business
language instruction, with a focus on less-commonly taught languages, in order to increase future professionals’ 
abilities to communicate in the language of commerce.


